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The Uepishtikueiau Narrative: 
The Arrival of the French at the Site of Quebec City 
According to Innu Oral Tradition 
By Sylvie Vincent, in collaboration with Joséphine Bacon, 2003 
Originally published in French by Institut culturel et éducatif 
montagnais; also published in English as a chapter in Aboriginality 
and Governance: A Multidisciplinary Perspective, Gordon Christie, 
ed., Theytus Books (2006) 
 
This book recounts the Innu tipatshimun of the arrival of the French in the 
Innu homeland of Nitassinan over 400 years ago.  It is a story shared 
through oral tradition for many generations and was collected between the 
1970s and 1990s by anthropologist Sylvie Vincent and Innu poet Josephine 
Bacon from 40 innuat living on the Quebec North Shore. It is a tale of 
alliances, agreements, promises, luring, trickery, ambushes, and war. It is 
the story of the eventual dispossession of Innu ancestral lands. 
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Ethnology of the Ungava District, Hudson Bay Territory 
By Lucien M. Turner, 1894, reissued 2001 
 
Lucien Turner spent time in present-day Kuuijuaq on the northern Quebec-Labrador 
peninsula in 1882, conducting meteorological, atmospheric, and tidal observations. 
While there, he developed a meaningful rapport with the Innu and Inuit and 
recorded his perceptions of their material culture (including clothing, dwellings, 
weapons, and tools), and also of their language and stories. 

Naskapi: The Savage Hunters of the Labrador Peninsula 
By Frank G. Speck, 1977 
 
Frank Speck devoted almost twenty years of research to the Naskapi of 
Canada’s Labrador Peninsula during the first quarter of the twentieth century.  
 
Available at: www.amazon.ca  

Labrador Winter: The Ethnographic journals of William Duncan 
Strong, 1927-1928 
Edited by Eleanor B. Leacock and Nan A. Rothschild, 1994 
 
William Duncan Strong’s journal, diary, and photographs are compiled to present his 
insights into native culture in eastern Canada when it was still largely unaffected by 
European influence. 



Tents in the Wilderness 
By Julius E. Lips 
Revised edition published by Mamu Tshishkutamashutau–Innu 
Education Inc., in collaboration with the Innu Language Project, 
2014 
 

♦ Originally published in 1942, this story recounts a year in the 
life of a young Innu boy and his family as they go to the 
Hudson’s Bay Trading Post in the summer and back inland for 
the winter. 

♦ New to this edition: updated Innu orthography with a list of 
original spellings; definitions for selected vocabulary; a map 

♦ Available at: http://www.lulu.com/shop/julius-e-lips/tents-in-
the-wilderness/paperback/product-22117317.html 

River Runners: A Tale of Hardship and 
Bravery 
By James Houston 
Reprint by Puffin Books, 1992  
(Originally published in 1979 by Atheneum) 
 
♦ Two young boys, who have been sent into the Canadian 

interior to set up a fur-collecting station, are befriended by a 
Naskapi family. 

♦ Currently out of print but available second hand. 
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First Spring 
Adapted and written by Rémi Savard & Catherine Germain (Editors) 
Illustrated by Geneviève Côté 
Simply Read Books, 2006 
 
♦ A group of creatures not yet fully human and not knowing anything but 

Night, Winter, and Cold depart on a search for Summer so they can 
console one of their little ones.  

♦ This version of the classic Innu legend is a slimmer adaptation of a 
longer story that was first encountered by European explorers in the 
late 19th century. 

♦ Available at: https://www.amazon.ca/First-Spring-Innu-North-
America/dp/1894965345  

Caillou Visits the Innu 
By Caroline Jobling 
Biodôme de Montréal, 2005 
 
♦ The book tells the story of Caillou’s trip to Mingan to visit his Innu 

friends. Written and told in English. 

Mingan: My Village 
Poems by Innu Children 
Illustrated by Rogé 
Translated by Solange Messier 
Published by Fifth House Publishers, 2014 
 
♦ The 15 poems and 15 portraits that make up this lovely book illuminate 

the students’ world at Teueikan School in Mingan, an Innu reserve on 
Québec’s North Shore.  

♦ The poems grew out of workshops conducted at the school with Innu 
and non-Innu poets and with Rogé, the noted Québec illustrator and 
author.  

♦ Available at: www.amazon.ca  
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Wolverine the Trickster NEW 
Labrador Innu Tales 
Collected and Retold by Lawrence Millman 
Komatik Press, 2016 
 
A collection of stories about the Innu trickster Kuekuatsheu 
(Wolverine). 

Additional resources can be found at: catalogue.tshakapesh.ca 

Boneman / Kaiatshits NEW 
A collection of plays 
Published by Mamu Tshishkutamashutau–Innu Education, 2017 
 
The four plays in this collection were spawned from a movement 
of collective theatre in Labrador, which began with the founding 
of the Labrador Creative Arts Festival in 1975. The collective play 
is one that is created or written by a group of people as opposed 
to a single playwright. The plays record and dramatize history, 
stories–including tipatshimuna and atanukana, culture and current 
issues facing the Innu and Inuit. Their performances are also 
expressions of hope, resistance and empowerment.  
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Innu and English Structures 
By Marguerite MacKenzie, Julie Brittain, Laurel Anne Hasler 
Department of Linguistics, Memorial University, 2015 
 

♦ Describes some of the principal features of the Innu 
language from the perspective of someone whose first 
language is English  

♦ Based on a similar document prepared for teachers in 
the Cree School Board of Quebec 

Spelling and Typing in Innu:  
Sheshatshiu Dialect 
Innu Language Project, Revised 2016 
 
♦ Hints for spelling in Innu (including silent vowels, 

hyphens, plural nouns, and so on) 
♦ Tips for typing in Innu for non-Innu speakers 
	

Innu-aimun Bibliography 
Published by the Department of Linguistics, Memorial University, 
2008 
 
♦ List of books, CDs, tapes and videos about the Innu 

language 
♦ Printed in alphabetical order by author 
♦ Online, searchable version of the bibliography: 

http://bibliography.innu-aimun.ca/  
♦ Note: The bibliography is a work in progress 

and may still contain errors. 41 



♦ Online catalogue of Innu language resources (interface in Innu and 
French only, even for English materials) 

♦ Searchable by language, type, level (preschool, primary, secondary, 
children, adult), genre, source, series, and theme 

♦ Catalogue.tshakapesh.ca 

Mashkuss Series 
 

♦ A collection of 3 preschool-level books about a little 
bear, relating to Innu life.  

♦ The stories are accompanied by a CD in which 3 
dialects of Innu can be heard. 

Uapikun mak Tuma Series 
 

♦ A collection of 7 preschool-level books that tell the 
story of two young children who are starting preschool.  

♦ The stories are accompanied by a CD in which 3 
dialects of Innu can be heard. 

Akua-nutin 
Published by Institut Tshakapesh,  
Innu-English version 2018, Innu-French version 2015 
 

♦ Innu-English and Innu-French glossaries of over 1500 
Innu words with beautiful illustrations.  

♦ Innu-English version includes both Sheshatshiu and 
Mushuau dialects 

♦ Themes include traditional activities, culture and 
language. 
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Program produced for grades 1 to 6, but now being used in grades 3 to 8 in 
Quebec North Shore communities, due to level of difficulty. Goals are to: 

♦ Increase students’ pride in their ancestral tongue 
♦ Encourage communication in Innu-aimun as a living language and an 

integral part of the culture 
♦ Enable students to acquire communication skills in their native tongue 

through listening, reading and writing 

Grades	3-4	
(Guide	&	Workbook)	

Grades	5-6	
(Guide	&	Workbook)	

Grades	1-2	
(Guide	&	Workbook)	

Main focus: 
Developing oral, 

written and 
cultural language 

competencies 
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Published	by	Institut	Tshakapesh	in	collaboration	with	Mamu	
Tshishkutamashutau	–	Innu	Education	2013	

 

Each Workbook, 
with accompanying 
Teacher’s Guide, 
includes a number 
of modules to be 
taught several 
periods a week 
over two years.	

	



Reading	Readiness	
Workbook	

Available	for	purchase	at:	catalogue.tshakapesh.ca	
	
Published	by	Institut	Tshakapesh	in	collaboration	with	
Mamu	Tshishkutamashutau	–	Innu	Education	2006	

Lesson Plan 
Outlines 

and 
Objectives  

 

Reading	Readiness	
Teacher’s	Guide	

♦ Preschool, kindergarten, and primary level program for five year olds in the 
Quebec Innu dialect, which is very close to the Sheshatshiu dialect. 

♦ Teacher’s Guide for Kindergarten teachers, classroom assistants and others who 
support teaching at this level include lesson plans, worksheets, and eye-catching 
illustrations. 

♦ Workbook with 130 pages of exercises 
! Listening skills exercises 
! Visual learning exercises 
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tshitapatamᵘ	
s/he	reads	

	
aimu	

s/he	speaks	
	

mashinaitsheu	
s/he	writes	

♦Preschool, kindergarten, and primary level program to 
develop reading, speaking, and writing skills 

♦ Includes a Teacher’s Guide and Workbook 
♦Available in French 
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Available	for	purchase	at:	catalogue.tshakapesh.ca	
	

Published	by	Institut	Tshakapesh	
	



	
	
	
	
	
www.innu-aimun.ca/dictionary The Online Innu Dictionary, with 
English and French translations, example sentences, 
pronunciations, dialect information, some audio files and pictures. 
 
 
 
 
www.atlas-ling.ca The Algonquian Linguistic Atlas, with 
conversational phrases in a number of Innu dialects;  
a particular dialect can be downloaded for free. 
 
www.innuplaces.ca A fabulous resource for Labrador Innu  
place names. A sound file is included for each name with 
multimedia information, including stories about  
some locations. 
 
 
 
 
https://terminology.atlas-ling.ca A collaborative online forum for 
searching and developing new terminology in Innu. 
 
www.tshakapesh.ca The website of the Institut Tshakapesh  
includes Quebec Innu resources for language, culture and 
education. 
 
 
 
 
histoires.tshakapesh.ca Oral stories from Quebec (audio and video) 
 

Online 
resources 

for 
teachers 

and 
students 
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www.eastcree.org A website dedicated to the James Bay Cree language with a wealth 
of resources including a searchable dictionary, grammatical information, stories, 
papers, and more. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
jeux.tshakapesh.ca Interactive games for learning Innu vocabulary and grammar 
(This website is currently being updated, and is projected to be completed in late 
2018 or  2019.)  
 
grammar.innu-aimun.ca Information about Innu grammar and spelling 
 
www.facebook.com/InnuLanguageProject Innu Language Project Facebook page 
 
www.facebook.com/instituttshakapesh Institut Tshakapesh Facebook page 
 
www.heritage.nf.ca/articles/aboriginal/innu.php The Heritage Newfoundland and 
Labrador page on the The Innu of Labrador and Quebec. 
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verb.innu-aimun.ca Innu verb conjugations with audio 
recordings. 
 

www.innu-aimun.ca The Innu Language Project 
website has many language resources including 
traditional stories, audio files, academic papers, basic 
vocabulary, glossaries, and more. 



	

www.tipatshimuna.ca  
Tipatshimuna: Innu Stories 
from the Land 
Discover the heritage and traditions of the 
Innu through their stories and material 
culture. The website is infused with Innu 
words and definitions. 

www.nametauinnu.ca 
Nametau innu: Memory and Knowledge of Nitassinan 
A website dedicated to the Innu people in which elders pass on their skills and 
knowledge to younger generations. 

The following websites are particularly useful in the classroom and can be 
used at many grade levels. 

♦ Exhibit Gallery:  
A selection of Innu objects from museum collections. Includes audio clips. 

♦ Travel Routes:  
Information about objects presented through stories about life on the land.  

♦ Videos:  
Traditional practices narrated in English. 

♦ Innu-aimun spoken in many videos illustrating Innu traditions and practices. 
♦ Glossary of terms in Innu-aimun with English definitions:  

Terms for activities, clothing, flora and fauna, food, hunting, tools, and more. 48 



	

Innu Dictionary 
Published by Institut Tshakapesh, in collaboration with the Innu 
Language Project, Memorial University, and The Algonquian 
Dictionaries Project, Carleton University, 2014 
 
♦ Searchable in Innu, English and French 
♦ Example sentences 
♦ Free on iTunes and Google Play 
Note: Plans are in the works to create an updated version 
of the app in late 2018 or 2019. 

Innu Conversation 
Published by The Algonquian Dictionaries Project, Carleton 
University, 2014 
 
♦ 21 topics of conversation with audio recordings 
♦ Speakers from Labrador and Quebec 
♦ English and French translations 
♦ Free on iTunes 

Innu Medical Glossary 
Published by Mamu Tshishkutamashutau – Innu Education, in 
collaboration with The Algonquian Dictionaries Project, Carleton 
University, and the Innu Language Project, Memorial University, 
2014 
 
♦ Over 4000 audio files 
♦ Separate tabs for full glossary, body part diagrams, 

and affixes  
♦ Free on iTunes and Google Play 
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Sheshatshiu Myths and Legends (Website) 
Published by the Innu Language Project, 2009  
 

♦ 8 traditional Innu stories–atanukana and tipatshimuna 
–recorded with Innu Elders in 1967 

♦ Storyteller biographies 
♦ Read the stories and follow along while listening to 

the recordings at: http://www.innu-
aimun.ca/english/stories/  

Innu Conversation (Booklet and CD) 
Labrador version published by the CURA Project Knowledge and 
Human Resources for Innu Language Development, revised and 
reprinted 2009 
 

Quebec version published by Institut Tshakapesh, 2011 
 

♦ 21 topics of conversation 
♦ Both Labrador dialects (Sheshatshiu and Mushuau) 
♦ English and French translations 
♦ Available for download at: www.atlas-ling.ca		

Labrador Innu-aimun: An Introduction to the 
Sheshatshiu Dialect (Book and Audio DVD) 
By Sandra Clarke and Marguerite MacKenzie 
Published by the Department of Linguistics, Memorial University, 
Second Edition 2010 
 

♦ 21 lessons outlining the sounds and grammatical 
structures of the Sheshatshiu dialect of Innu 

♦ Accompanying DVD with audio recordings of each 
lesson 50 



Innu Songs for Children (CD) 
By Innu-auassat and Institut Tshakapesh 
Published by Institut Tshakapesh 
 

♦ Preschool level 
♦ Available for purchase at: catalogue.innu-aimun.ca 

Algonquian Linguistic Atlas (Website) 
Directed by Marie-Odile Junker, Carleton University 
 

♦ Multimedia linguistic atlas of Algonquian languages 
♦ Listen to phrases spoken in different languages and 

dialects (including all Innu dialects) 
♦ English and French translations 
♦ Download individual languages or dialects 
♦ www.atlas-ling.ca  

Innu Places (Website) 
Published by Innu Nation and Sheshatshiu Innu First Nation, 2008 
 

♦ Sound file included for each place name 
♦ Multimedia information, including audio stories  and 

movie clips about some locations 
♦ www.innuplaces.ca  

Legends of the Mushuau Innu of Natuashish 
(Website and CD) 
Published by CBC Ideas, 2005; 2010 Encore 
 

♦ Mushuau Innu stories recorded in Natuashish in 2004 
♦ http://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/legends-of-the-

mushuau-innu-of-natuashish-mar-23-2010-encore-
1.465465  51 



	

CBC Ideas: The Legends Project 
A compilation of traditional oral stories, legends and histories  
of Canada’s Inuit and First Nations. 
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/thelegendsproject  
 
CBC Ideas: Legends of the Mushuau Innu of Natuashish 
Stories recorded in Natuashish, Labrador 
54 minutes 
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/legends-of-the-mushuau-innu-of-natuashish-mar-23-
2010-encore-1.465465  

 
CBC Ideas: Legends of the Quebec Ilnu of Mashteuiatsh 
Stories recorded in Lac St-Jean, Quebec 
54 minutes 
http://www.cbc.ca/radio/ideas/legends-of-the-ilnu-of-mashteuiatsh-of-quebec-
1.2913434 
 
‘A Well-Intentioned Bumbling’ at Davis Inlet 
CBC Digital Archives (As it Happens, 1993) 
Host: Michael Enright, Alan Maitland 
Guest: Georg Henriksen 
8 minutes 
http://www.cbc.ca/archives/entry/davis-inlet-a-well-intentioned-bumbling 
 
Basic Words in Innu, Pronounced in Labrador dialects 
Words grouped by topic with sound files pronounced in Sheshatshiu and Mushuau 
dialects (animals, colours, days of the week, months of the year, numbers, seasons) 
http://www.innu-aimun.ca/english/vocab  

Audio 
recordings 

for the 
classroom 
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Meshkanu: The Long Walk of Elizabeth 
Penashue 
Written and directed by Andrew Mudge, 2013 
Produced by Andrew Mudge, Robin McGrath 
20 minutes 
 

A beautiful documentary tribute to the persistent vision of Innu Elder 
Elizabeth Penashue. For many years she embarked on a month-long 
trek to her ancestral land in the Mealy Mountains. The journey was 
arduous but it gave her peace and, more importantly, a way to 
respect those who came before her and to inspire those who will 
follow. 
Available at: https://vimeo.com/57346500  

Maïna 
Directed by Michel Poulette, 2013 
 

In the aftermath of a bloody confrontation between her Innu tribe 
and the Inuit–Men from the Land of Ice, MAÏNA, daughter of Grand 
Chief Mishte-Napeu, finds herself on a mission that will change the 
course of her life. 
http://www.mainathemovie.com/ 
 

MINS and SIS both have copies of this movie. 
	

Nutak: Memories of a Resettlement 
Directed by Sarah Sandring, 2014 
Innu Collaborative Filmmaker Christine Poker 
42 minutes 
Innu with English subtitles 
 

After decades of silence, the Mushuau Innu revisit Nutak and share 
their memories of being relocated and forced to settle in Nutak in 
1948. 
Available at: http://www.nirgunfilms.com/index.php?/film/nutak--in-
progress/	
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Innu Student Profile (DVD) 
Published by Institut Tshakapesh, 2005 
 

♦ Pedagogical guide for teachers about Innu students 
♦ Versions in Innu, English, and French 
♦ Available for purchase at: catalogue.tshakapesh.ca  

Place of the Boss: Utshimassits (VHS) 
Directed by John Walker, 1996 
49 minutes 
English and Innu 
 

A combination of archival footage, narration, and the 
personal reminiscences and stories of the people at Davis 
Inlet. 
 

MINS and SIS both have copies of this movie. 

Le pays de la terre sans arbre ou le 
Mouchouânipi 
Directed by Pierre Perrault, 1980 
National Film Board of Canada 
1 hour 50 minutes 
 

Documentary about the Quebec Innu hunting in the area 
of Mushuau-nipi on the border with Labrador. 
https://www.onf.ca/film/pays_de_la_terre_sans_arbre_ou_l
e_mouchouanipi/ 
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Québékoisie 
Written and directed by Mélanie Carrier and Olivier Higgins, 2014 
1 hour 20 minutes 
 

Mélanie and Olivier decide to cycle the North Shore of Quebec to 
better understand the complex relationships that exist between 
Indigenous and non-Indigenous people. This quest for identity 
pushes them to travel deep inside themselves and to faraway lands. 
Their enounters, both planned and spontaneous, include the 
surprising tale of an Innu man in search of his ancestors in 
Normandy, and the heart-wrenching story of the sister of Corporal 
Marcel Lemay, who was killed during the 1990 Oka crisis. 
 

Available at: https://www.nfb.ca/film/quebekoisie_en/   

Encounters 
Written and directed by Mélanie Carrier and Olivier Higgins, 2011 
50 minutes 
 

At the summer solstice, a group of Indigenous youth from the Innu 
and Huron nations as well as young Quebecers travel the Jesuits’ 
ancestral trail, 310 km of land and water which links Lac Saint-Jean 
and Quebec City. Throughout this 21-day long adventure, they must 
learn to know themselves better and rise above prejudice. 
	

Available	at:	https://www.nfb.ca/film/encounters/		

Le Dep NEW 

Written and directed by Sonia Bonspille Boileau, 2015 
1 hour 17 minutes 
 

Le dep is the story of a young Innu woman, Lydia, who works at her 
parents’ general store in her community. A few hours before closing 
on the last night of the month, Lydia is held up at gunpoint by a 
masked robber. The event turns even more sombre and distressing 
when she discovers the identity of her attacker. 
 
Watch the trailer or rent the film at:	https://www.nfb.ca/film/dep_en/ 	
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Innu-Assit (Innu Territory) 
By Jonathan Grégoire, 2015 
Quebec Innu with French subtitles 
https://vimeo.com/146701774 
 

Kuekuatsheu mak Muak (Wolverine and Loon) 
Directed by Navarana Igloriorte, with Reneltta Arluk and  
Christine Poker, 2013 
15 minutes 
Innu Elder Mani Katnen Nuna shares an ancient legend of the wolverine and the loon to a few 
Sheshatshiu community members around a wood stove in an Innu tent. https://vimeo.com/68532460  
 

The Legend of Kaianuet 
Produced by Christine Poker, 2012 
29 minutes 
A young hero saves his community from the Maminteuts, baleful  
flesh-eating creatures who feast on Innu people. 
 

Tshakapesh 
By Jean-Sébastien Hamel, Alexandra Myotte, 2011, SOCAM 
12 minutes 
A superhero from Innu tradition and his contemporary adventures. 
http://www.presenceautochtone.ca/en/2012/movies/tshakapesh  
 

The Legend of Tshiushuas 
Produced by Christine Poker, 2010 
An all-Innu production that tells an old Innu legend about Tshiushuas, a young boy who acquires 
special powers from the Fish Spirit, who grants him a wish – to get his girlfriend pregnant. 
 
Romancing the Labrador 
Directed by Christine Poker, 2006 
Subtitles in English and Innu 
48 minutes 
An exploration of how a gentleman explorer perceived Nitassinan, through the eyes of an Innu 
elder. The complex ways that people of different cultural backgrounds imagine a place are revealed. 
https://www.telefilm.ca/en/catalogues/production/romancing-labrador 

Video 
resources for 
the classroom 

Copies of Kaianuet 
and Tshiushuas are 

available from 
MTIE and also on 

the website: 
innueducation.ca 
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Nutshimit: On the Land 
Directed by Sarah Sandring, 2010 
Commissioned by the Mushuau Innu Band Council 
51 minutes 
 

Being Innu 
By Catherine Mullins, 2007 
53 minutes/76 minutes 
Six savvy, gutsy Sheshatshiu youth tell the story of their lives, including challenges they face—
addiction, suicide, lack of jobs, hopelessness, as well as their hopes and dreams for the future. 
They grab the hearts of viewers with their candid stories, their resilience and love of the land. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YgmoduMu378   
http://www.der.org/films/being-innu.html 
 

Two Worlds of the Innu (VHS) 
1994 
A portrait of two Innu families caught between the hunting life of their nomadic ancestors and 
the world of the modern villages where the government is trying to settle them. 
http://www.survivalinternational.org/films/twoworlds 
 

Hunters and Bombers 
Directed by Hugh Brody and Nigel Markham, 1991 
The hunters are the Innu people and the bombers are the air forces of several NATO 
countries, which conduct low-level flights over Innu hunting terrain. 
53 minutes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owr3Nwg0Tg8 
 

Le goût de la farine 
Directed by Pierre Perrault, 1977 
National Film Board of Canada 
1 hour 48 minutes 
Documentary about the Innu of Saint-Augustin and La Romaine, Québec. 
Available on DVD and at: https:/www.nfb.ca/film/gout_de_la_farine/ 
 

Arthur Lamothe Collection 
A number of historic films about the Innu, all made during the 1970s. 
http://www.banq.qc.ca/collections/collection_numerique/coll_arthur-
lamothe/chasse_et_peche.html 

MINS and SIS 
have copies of 
Being Innu and 

Hunters and 
Bombers 
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Accompanies the book  
Uapikun has a Question 

Counting Poster 
Published by the Innu Language 
Project, 2013 
 
♦ 11X17 poster 
♦ Available in Sheshatshiu and 

Mushuau dialects 
♦ Numbers 10-20 

Innu Websites Poster 
Published by the Innu Language 
Project, 2014 
 

♦ 8.5X11 poster 
♦ List of websites on Innu 

language and culture 

Published by the  
Government of 
Newfoundland and 
Labrador in 
collaboration with the 
Innu Language Project 

2 posters to 
teach about dog 

safety and 
rabies, produced 

to accompany  
the Adventures 

of Uapikun series 
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Accompanies the book Uapikun 
Learns About Rabies 

Published by the  
Innu Language Project 

2 Posters  
produced by 

the Innu 
Language 

Project 



	

♦ Set of 5 posters (8.5X11) depicting traditional Innu clothing, tools and 
games with translations in the Sheshatshiu dialect 

♦ Based on one original poster, published by the ROM 
♦ Small individual posters prepared by the Naskapi Development 

Corporation and the Innu Language Project in 2014  

Back	of	Coat	
	

Corner	of	Coat	
Hide	Scraper	(fur	side)	
Hide	Scraper	(flesh	side)	

Front	of	Coat	 Hat	
Cup	and	Pin	Game	

Published by the  
Innu Language Project 

Innu translations 
in the 

Sheshatshiu 
dialect 

Drum	
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Expected	2019	60 

Nitinikiau Nitassinan 
By Tshaukuesh Elizabeth Penashue 
Expected Spring 2019, University of Manitoba Press 
♦ Tshaukuesh belongs to the last generation of Innu to grow 

up in nutshimit. She became an environmental and cultural 
activist in the 1980s and 90s during the NATO occupation of 
Innu land. Later, she led walks and canoe trips in nutshimit 
to teach people about Innu culture and knowlege of life on 
the land. She began keeping a diary in Innu-aimun in the 
1980s and has been writing ever since. This book is an 
edited translation of her diary, illustrated with numerous 
beautiful photos. It is a first hand account of Innu history by 
an inspiring leader through tumultuous and challenging 
times. 

Maps Project (Expected 2019) 
♦ MTIE is currently producing three illustrated maps of 

Nitassinan for different grade levels–primary, elementary, and 
high school–to be converted into puzzles with increasing numbers of puzzle pieces, place names and 
amount of information for each level.  

♦ A floor map will also be produced with a guide that includes multiple interactive activities to explore the 
human, cultural and physical geography of the Innu homeland. 

Timeline Project (Expected 2019-2020) 
♦ An Innu Round Table project with Natuashish and Sheshatshiu to produce a timeline that details 

important events in the history of the Innu people, providing the big picture of the Innu story including 
significant events from various eras: ancient, precontact, colonization, resistance, to the present day. 

♦ To serve as a school resource and also to be shared with outsiders who come to work in the communities. 
♦ Plans are to produce a website, posters, and printed materials. 

Jean Pierre Ashini Book (Expected 2019-2020) 
♦ A collection of stories, compiled by Jean Pierre Ashini–both tipatshimuna and atanukana–that he has 

heard first-hand from Innu tshishennuat (Elders) through his lifetime. 

Kuessipan (Expected 2019) 
♦ Naomie Fontaine’s novel is currently being adapted into a film. 

My Father’s Cap (Expected 2019, in English and both Labrador dialects of Innu) 
♦ Bob Bartel’s children’s book tells the story of an Innu girl’s experience of Innu resistance in the 1980s to 

fight for Innu rights, specifically actions to protest NATO low-level flights over Nitassinan. 




